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USDA Annual Report of Research Facility Exception Summary 


T exception to the exercise plan for 12 dogs that has been approved by the 
lACUC. The dogs normally have access to outdoor dog runs on a daily basis with the 
exception of weekends and holidays when they are given access time permitting. The 
dogs are also provided exercise in an outdoor play yard in addition to a minimum of 30 
minutes of exercise within the animal housing room at least once daily with the exception 
ot weekends and holidays when they are released time permitting. For the collection of 
urine and feces, dogs in one particular study are confined in their cage with a stainless 
steel collection tray placed underneath the cage for 3-6 days. Feces are collected within 
the cage several times daily, urine is collected and measured daily. The cages provide the 
minimum amount of floor space required by the Animal Welfare Act and Regulations. 
During this time the dogs are each given individual human attention for a minimum of 15 
minutes daily, and they are able to see other dogs. The dogs remain in their normal 
housmg room to ehmmate any potential distress that being moved out of their normal 
housing room might cause. Each dog has at least one enrichment item (chew-toy, hard 
ball, etc.) in its run at all times. Non-edible enrichment items are provided for each dog 
during critical collection periods. Enrichment items are rotated to keep them interestins 
to the dogs. * 
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MSU Veterinary Techno. ogy Program 
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